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PRESS RELEASE—February 26, 2026 

 

Community Giving Foundation Re-Accredited Under National Standards 
 

Berwick, PA – Community Giving Foundation is proud to announce its re-accreditation under the 

Community Foundations National Standards®, a prestigious national designation recognizing the highest 

levels of transparency, accountability, ethical practice, and financial stewardship in philanthropy. 

 

This rigorous accreditation process requires documentation and demonstration of best practices across 

all areas of operation, including donor services, investment management, grantmaking, governance, and 

administration. The Foundation’s policies and practices were reviewed by independent experts appointed 

by the National Standards Board, a supporting organization of the Council on Foundations in Washington, 

D.C. More than 500 community foundations nationwide have earned this designation. 

 

The re-accreditation confirms that Community Giving Foundation continues to meet and exceed national 

benchmarks for ethical practices, donor accountability, and operational integrity. It affirms the expertise 

and care donors and community partners experience when they entrust charitable dollars to the 

Foundation. 

 

“Accreditation is not required for community foundations, but the process is important to us. It assures our 

community that the Foundation takes our values of stewardship, trust, and integrity to heart,” said Kara G. 

Seesholtz, Foundation President and CEO. “This recognition reinforces our commitment to maximizing 

community impact in perpetuity, keeping the charitable goals of our donors and the needs of our 

community at the forefront.” 

 

Community Giving Foundation began as a health-conversion in 1999, and transitioned to a regional 

community foundation in 2003, serving 5 ½ counties in the Central Susquehanna area. Today, the 

Foundation manages more than 400 charitable funds, stewards nearly $100 million in assets, and 

awarded $4.4 million in grants and scholarships across the region last year alone. The Foundation has 

maintained National Standards accreditation since 2006. 

 

Community Giving Foundation identifies regional and local needs and opportunities through a data-driven 

lens, serving as a resource for donors, nonprofits, and all those who want to make a difference in their 

community. The Foundation manages over 400 charitable funds, helping donors maximize their 

community impact in the Central Susquehanna region both now and for future generations. For more 

information, visit csgiving.org or call 570-752-3930. 
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